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To 

My  Aunt 

Martha  Abigail  Rust 

this  volume 
«  is 


affectionately  dedicated 


Ki)t  &ust 
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Ar.  a  saltire  az.  betw.  two  Roman  fasces  in  pale 
ppr.  and  as  many  crosses  pattee  fitchee  in  fesse  gu. 

Crest:  A  demi-lion  holding  in  the  dexter  paw 
an  ivory  rod  and  charged  on  the  shoulder  with  three 
crosses  pattee  fitchee  chevronwise  or. 

Motto:  Veritatis  et  aequitatis  tenax. 

Burke:  General  Armory. 
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“ Both  justice  and  decency  require  that  we  should 
bestow  on  our  forefathers  an  honorable  remembrance 


- THUCYDIDES. 
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THE  preservation  of  ancestral  records  is  desirable  that  we 
may  rescue  from  oblivion  those  hitherto  unrecorded  events 
that  will  keep  alive  in  their  descendants  a  love  and  veneration 
for  their  memories,  and  imbue  their  sons  with  a  spirit  of 
patriotism. 

To  our  forefathers  we  owe  the  blessings  and  comforts  of  this 
latter  day,  and  it  is  but  natural  that  we  should  feel  a  strong 
desire  to  become  more  intimately  acquainted  with  their  sturdy 
virtues,  their  character,  and  their  history. 

This  work  is  not  given  to  my  co-descendants  from  any  feel¬ 
ing  of  vanity  or  family  pride,  but  is  a  simple  record  of  events 
such  as  any  individual  member  of  a  family  would  make  in  his 
Bible. 

I  have  endeavored  to  be  authentic  and  to  weld  a  chain  of 
events  from  the  earliest  mention  of  our  first  ancestor  to  the 
present  time. 

Sources  of  information  have  been  State  and  County  records, 
old  deeds,  crumbling  gravestones,  a  genealogical  chart  prepared 
for  Mr.  H.  B.  Rust  of  Pittsburgh,  by  Mr.  Charles  Cochrane 
who  is  a  professional  genealogist,  and  the  voluntary  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  various  members  of  the  family. 

To  my  nephew,  M.  Leonard  Glover,  I  make  grateful 
acknowledgment  for  his  assistance  in  the  publishing  of  this 
volume. 

Eunice  Plunkett  Mesmer 


Charleston,  West  Virginia,  October  26,  1939 
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THE  earliest  records  of  the  Rust  family  in  England  are  in 
the  Hundred  Rolls,  where  the  name  Peter  Rust  appears  in 
1273.  Also,  in  Norfolk  County  is  found  the  name  Hugh  Rust 
in  1312,  Thomas  and  Robert  Rust  in  1379,  and  Peter  Rust 
again  in  1  653.  Dr.  George  Rust  was  a  learned  English  prelate 
connected  with  Cambridge  University  in  1 650,  and  was  Bishop 
of  Dronmore,  Ireland,  in  1667.  Archdeacon  Bonney  said  of 
him:  “A  person  of  whom  no  commendation  could  be  extrava¬ 
gant.” 

Rev.  Edgar  Rust,  rector  of  Drinkstan,  Suffolk,  England, 
was  great-grandson  of  John  Rust,  of  Stowemarket,  where  Rev. 
Edgar  Rust  had  his  seat.  Abbot’s  Hall.  It  is  believed  by  the 
outline  of  the  Rust  record  that  this  family  had  the  same  origin 
as  the  Norfolk  family  of  the  name,  and  quite  probable  that 
William  of  Westmoreland  was  descended  from  this  Norfolk 
family. 

‘‘The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Rust  family  bears  a  Crusader’s 
cross,  indicating  that  knighthood  was  bestowed  as  a  reward  for 
services  in  the  Crusades. 

‘‘William  Rust  settled  in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia, 
about  1650.  He  left  England  because  of  his  being  a  Royalist, 
and  opposed  to  Oliver  Cromwell.” 

Virginia  Magazine  of  Histor y  and  Biography , 
Vol.  VI,  p.  164. 


All  of  the  Southern  Rusts  are  descended  from  this  pioneer, 
William  Rust,  a  renowned  hunter  and  Indian  fighter,  who  is 
thought  to  have  come  from  Northumberland  to  Westmoreland 
County,  but  some  authorities  state  that  he  came  direct  from 

England.  Carpenter  and  Allied  Families,  p.  199. 

Cyclopedia  of  Biography — Virginia, 

Vol.  V,  p.  805. 
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FIRST  GENERATION 
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THE  exact  date  of  the  birth  of  William  Rust  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  placed  at  about  1625,  as  he  was  married  before 
1662. 

The  first  mention  of  the  name  in  Virginia  is  found  in  1650 
in  the  earlier  annals  of  Cople  Parish  in  Westmoreland  County. 
William  Rust  had  two  brothers,  Henry  and  John,  of  which 
little  is  known. 

Some  of  the  records  of  the  activities  of  William  Rust  at  that 
early  date  are  given  below: 

1670,  May  25,  acknowledges  deed  for  Mary  Cole. 

1673-74,  February  22,  deed,  Nicholas  Jones  to  William 
Rust. 

1699,  November  29,  will  (missing)  proved,  naming  sons 
Samuel  and  George  Rust,  executors. 

William  Rust  was  married,  first,  to  Anne  Metcalfe  and, 
second,  to  Matilda,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Earle,  Sr. 

In  the  early  records  we  find  the  following  interesting  data: 

1662,  May  17,  (in  Northumberland  County)  Anne 
Rust  appoints  her  friend,  Samuel  Bonam,  her 
attorney  to  acknowledge  for  her  a  land  transfer 
to  William  Landman. 

1673,  October  27,  deed,  Samuel  Earle  to  Anne,  wife 
of  William  Rust. 
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1693,  September  27,  Samuel  Earle,  Sr.,  acknowledges 
conveyance  of  land  to  William  Rust,  Sr.,  and 
wife. 

1697,  November  24,  William  Rust  married  Matilda 
Earle  (some  time  after  this  date).  She  married 
again  (before  July  25,  1705),  John  Bennett. 

The  children  of  William  Rust  are  all  by  his  first  wife,  Anne 
(Metcalfe)  Rust.  They  were: 

1.  John — died  young. 

2.  William  —  married  Margaret  Bonum  before  1690. 

His  will  proved  before  July  28,  1697. 

3.  Samuel — of  whom  more  later. 

4.  George — probably  died  without  issue.  Will  (missing) 

proved  February  22,  1  709. 
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SAMUEL  RUST,  the  third  son  of  William  Rust  and  Anne 
(Metcalfe)  Rust,  was  probably  married  twice,  as  the 
youngest  son,  Peter,  is  described  as  “one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel 
Rust  (by  Martha  his  wife)’’  suggesting  that  there  were  others 
not  by  Martha.  Martha’s  last  name  is  not  definitely  known, 
but  many  authorities  give  it  as  Martha  Butler.  She  was  prob¬ 
ably  the  mother  of  all  the  children  born  after  1  700.  Her  will, 
November  3,  1  726,  was  probated  February  25,  1  729. 
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The  following  will  show  some  of  the  activities  of  Samuel 
Rust  during  that  early  period: 

1695,  June  27, — grand  juror. 

1701,  Thomas  and  Eunice  Thistlewheat  of  St.  Sepul¬ 
chers,  London,  sell  a  tract  to  Samuel  Rust  and 
John  Clements. 

1715,  August  16,  will;  probated  March  26,  1718,  dis¬ 
poses  of  large  estate  in  lands,  etc. 

The  children  of  Samuel  Rust  and  Martha  (  )  Rust  were: 

1 .  John — of  whom  more  later. 

2.  William — married  Isabella  (  ). 

3.  Anne — married  George  Harrison  before  August  15, 

1715. 

4.  Jeremiah — married  Magdalen  Damourvell  (French). 

5.  Matthew — married  (1st)  Winifred  Cox,  after  1718. 

(2nd)  Frances  Middleton,  after  1740. 

6.  Benjamin — married  (1st)  Eleanor  (  )  about  1720. 

(2nd)  Sarah  Metcalfe. 

7.  George — married  (1st)  Sarah  Innis.  (2nd)  Ann  (  ). 

8.  Hannah* — married  George  Eskridge,  Jr.,  between 

1715  and  1726. 

9.  Peter — married  (1st)  Sarah  Newton  before  Febru¬ 

ary  26,  1  733.  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Newton  (younger 
sister  of  Sarah) . 


*‘‘Hannah  Rust  was  the  daughter-in-law  of  Col.  George  Eskridge,  a  prominent 
lawyer  and  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  Col.  Eskridge  was  the  guardian  of 
Mary  Ball,  the  mother  of  George  Washington,  from  the  time  she  was  thirteen  until 
she  was  married.  (Her  famous  son  is  thought  to  have  been  named  for  her  guardian.) 

‘‘Portraits  of  Col.  Eskridge  and  one  of  his  wives  were  bequeathed,  in  1913  by 
Gen.  P.  C.  Rust,  to  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  and  are  now  in  the  portrait 
collection  of  that  Society.” 

Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography.  Vol.  XX,  pp.  307-309. 
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THIRD  GENERATION 
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JOHN  RUST,  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  Rust  and  Martha 
(  )  Rust,  was  born  before  1695.  He  married  Agnes 

Clement  before  August  29,  1717. 

The  following  items  of  interest  are  found  in  the  old  records: 

1715,  under  his  father’s  will  he  received  a  plantation  at 
the  Westmoreland-Northumberland  County  line. 

1718-1719,  March  16,  patent  from  Lady  Fairfax  for 
560  acres  on  the  branch  of  the  Great  Marsh  Run, 
then  in  Richmond  County. 

1727,  April  11,  will  proved  May  31,  1727  (brother 
Jeremiah  Rust,  Extr.)  left  land  (760  acres  or 
more)  to  his  three  sons;  also  bequeaths  his  pistols, 
holster,  sword,  etc. 

John  Rust’s  wife,  Agnes  Clement,  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Clement,  who  died  in  1701,  and  of  Mrs.  Jane  Clement, 
who  by  1  704  was  remarried  to  Roger  Wiggington,  who  died 
1717  or  1718. 

The  children  of  John  Rust  and  Agnes  (Clement)  Rust 
were : 

1.  Samuel — married  Bridget  (  ).  She  later  married 

George  Harrison. 

2.  John — of  whom  more  later. 

3.  William — married  Monica  (  ). 

4.  Elizabeth — married  William  Eskridge  about  1  750. 
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JOHN  RUST,  JR.,  the  son  of  John  Rust  and  Agnes 
(Clement)  Rust,  was  born  about  1719.  He  was  married 
three  times,  but  not  a  great  deal  is  known  of  these  wives. 
His  first  wife  was  Sarah  (  ),  whom  he  married  before  1  749. 

She  died  before  1  762.  The  name  of  his  second  wife  is  un¬ 
known.  His  third  wife  was  Elizabeth  (  ),  who  was  the 

administratrix  of  her  husband’s  estate.  Elizabeth  Rust  later 
married  a  man  named  Saggs. 

The  old  records  show  that  John  Rust: 

1  727,  inherited  land  with  his  brother,  William,  in  King 
George  and  Stafford  counties. 

1731,  September  29,  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Rust,  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County,  was  appointed  his  guardian. 

1  776,  died  intestate,  Fauquier  County. 

This  generation  falls  in  the  Revolutionary  period,  and  many 
of  this  family  fought  in  the  various  battles. 

Legends  of  Loudon  by  Harrison  Williams,  p.  142,  contains 
the  following  interesting  paragraph: 

“The  Powells  and  the  Masons,  the  Lees,  the  Claphams, 
the  Nolands,  the  Rusts,  the  Chinns,  the  Peytons,  and  others 
of  Virginia’s  natural  leaders  and  large  landowning  families 
of  the  time,  abetted  and  supported  the  Revolutionary  cause  in 
one  capacity  or  another.’’ 
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The  children  of  John  Rust  and  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  were: 

1 .  Samuel — of  whom  more  later. 

2.  Benjamin  —  married  Hannah  Philhpa  Lee  Bailey. 

He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolution. 

3.  John — married  Sallie  Mason.  He  was  Ensign,  Lieu¬ 

tenant,  and  Captain  in  the  Revolution.  He  was 
wounded  at  Brandywine,  and  was  a  pensioner  in 

I  796. 

4.  Hannah— married  John  Boley  (or  Bowley). 

The  children  by  his  second  wife,  whose  name  is  not  known, 
were : 

5.  Peter — married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hickman.  He  was  a 

Private  in  the  Frederick  County  Militia  during  the 
Revolution,  and  a  Sergeant  in  the  Virginia  Con¬ 
tinental  Line.  Lie  was  wounded,  and  was  pen¬ 
sioned  in  1  787. 

6.  Jeremiah. 

7.  George. 

8.  Matthew. 

9.  William. 

The  children  by  his  third  wife,  Elizabeth,  were: 

10.  Elizabeth. 

1  1 .  Sarah. 

12.  Nancy. 

13.  Thomas. 
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SAMUEL  RUST,  the  eldest  of  the  children  of  John  and 
Sarah  Rust,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County.  The 
exact  date  of  his  birth  is  not  known,  but  his  next  brother,  Peter, 
was  born  in  1  749,  so  his  birth  was  before  1  749.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Westmoreland  County  to  Mary  Bailey,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Fauquier  County.  He  probably  died  about  1790 
as  there  were  seven  children  born  after  the  birth  of  James 
Bailey  Rust  in  1  775. 

Samuel’s  wife,  Mary  Bailey,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County  and  later  moved  to  what  is  now  West  Virginia.  She 
died  in  Kanawha  County  and  is  buried  in  the  Rust  Cemetery 
near  Poca,  West  Virginia. 

The  children  of  Samuel  Rust  and  his  wife  Mary  (Bailey) 
Rust  were: 

Samuel. 

John. 

Benjamin. 

James  Bailey — married  Polly  Purcell  in  1806  (of  whom  r 
more  later). 

Agnes — married  Taylor. 

Harriet — married  Hensley. 

Sarah — married  McClanahan. 

Hannah. 

Elizabeth. 

Mary. 

Lucinda — married  Bailey. 
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SIXTH  GENERATION 
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TAMES  BAILEY  RUST,  the  fourth  son  of  Samuel  Rust 
I  and  Mary  (Bailey)  Rust,  was  born  in  Fauquier  County, 
Virginia,  in  1775.  He  married  Polly  (Mary)  Purcell  in 
1806  in  Richmond  County,  Virginia.  He  died  in  what  is  now 
Putnam  County,  West  Virginia,  and  is  buried  in  the  Rust 
Cemetery  about  fifteen  miles  below  Charleston  on  the  Kana¬ 
wha  River.  His  wife,  Polly  Purcell,  was  born  in  1  787.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Tobias  Purcell  and  (  )  (Redmond) 

Purcell  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  She  died  in  1828,  and  is 
buried  beside  her  husband. 

The  children  of  James  Bailey  Rust  and  Polly  (Purcell) 
Rust  were : 

Samuel  Bailey  Rust — married  Elizabeth  Rust,  a  cousin. 

John — single. 

Rebecca  Redmond — married  Robert  W.  Wilson. 

Benjamin — married  Miss  Ferguson. 

Vincent  Redmond — married  Annie  Hicks.)  .  . 

v  sisters. 

William  Tobias — married  Betty  Hicks.  \ 

Richard  Lawson  —  married  Felicia  Ann  Thomas  (of 
whom  more  later) . 

Mary  Lawson — single. 

George  Bailey — married  Mary  Hicks  (another  sister  of 
the  above). 

Henry  Thomas)  .  ...... 

™  T  ,  /-twins — died  in  infancy. 

1  nomas  Henry \ 
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SEVENTH  GENERATION 
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RICHARD  LAWSON  RUST,  son  of  James  Bailey  and 
Polly  (Purcell)  Rust,  was  born  January  14,  1822,  in 
what  is  now  Putnam  County,  West  Virginia.  He  married 
Felicia  Ann  Thomas,  born  August  27,  1830,  in  Kanawha 
County,  West  Virginia.  They  were  married  on  January  16, 
1835.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Pleasant  Elliot  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Margaret  (Rust)  Thomas.  Richard  Lawson  Rust  died 
August  11,1  872,  and  his  wife  died  August  11,1 904 — exactly 
thirty-two  years  later.  Both  are  buried  in  the  family  plot  near 
St.  Albans,  West  Virginia,  on  a  high  hill  overlooking  the  Kana¬ 
wha  River.  This  is  not  the  same  Rust  Cemetery  spoken  of  in 
the  preceding  pages. 

The  children  of  Richard  Lawson  Rust  and  Felicia 
(Thomas)  Rust  were: 

Emma  Ann — born  November  1,  1835. 

James  Samuel — born  March  23,  1857. 

Mary  Elizabeth — born  November  13,  1859. 

Benjamin  McCullough — born  July  20,  1862;  died  in 
infancy. 

Sarah  Margaret — born  March  26,  1864. 

Rebecca  Virginia — born  November  24,  1866. 

Martha  Abigail — born  January  1  1,  1869. 

Richard  Edgar — born  October  9,  1871. 
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EIGHTH  GENERATION 
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EMMA  ANN  RUST,  eldest  child  of  Richard  Lawson 
Rust  and  Felicia  (Thomas)  Rust,  was  born  November  1, 
1855,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  was  married 
on  her  twenty-first  birthday,  November  1,  1876,  to  John 
Thaddeus  Sneeden  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  He  was 
born  February  7,  1850,  and  died  in  1882.  She  died  February 
8,  1894. 

Their  children  were: 

1 .  Leah  Ann. 

2.  John  Samuel. 

3.  Lida  Hester. 


EIGHTH  GENERATION 

i\U6t 

¥ 

TAMES  SAMUEL  RUST,  the  eldest  son  of  Richard  Law- 
I  son  Rust  and  Felicia  (Thomas)  Rust,  was  born  March 
23,  1857,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  On  April 
8,  1891,  he  married  Mary  Minerva  Mairs  who  was  born  near 
Sissonville,  West  Virginia,  on  July  22,  1867.  He  died  on 
November  23,  1898,  in  Charleston.  Their  three  children, 
whose  birthdays  occurred  in  the  month  of  December,  were 
given  but  one  name  and  that  of  four  letters,  making  their  initials 
identical.  Their  children  were: 

Rome. 

Ruth. 

Ruby. 
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EIGHTH  GENERATION 
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5? 

? 

Mary  Elizabeth  rust  was  bom  November  13, 

1859,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia,  and  died 
October  26,  1930.  On  July  3,  1894,  she  married  Robert 
Thompson  McClure  who  was  born  January  27,  1849.  He 
died  January  27,  1930.  They  are  buried  in  Spring  Hill 
Cemetery. 

Their  only  child : 

Roberta  Rust  McClure. 


EIGHTH  GENERATION 

fllunkett 

SARAH  MARGARET  RUST  was  bom  March  26, 
1  864,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  married, 
on  October  26,  1880,  John  James  Plunkett  who  was  born 
December  1 ,  1857,  near  Second  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County,  West  Virginia.  He  was  the  son  of  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte  Plunkett  and  Susan  (Hutcheson)  Plunkett.  John  James 
Plunkett  died  October  1  7,  1 927,  and  his  wife  on  July  6,  1 934. 
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Both  are  buried  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery.  Devoted  to  each 
other  and  to  their  children,  their  Christian  influence  was  felt  in 
the  communities  in  which  they  lived. 

Their  children  were: 

Lena  Gertrude. 

Mabel  Vintroux. 

Eunice  Hutcheson. 


EIGHTH  GENERATION 


Rebecca  Virginia  redmond  rust  was  bom 

November  24,  1866,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  She  was  married  on  September  2,  1891,  to  Cyrus  Kil- 
liand  Silling  who  was  born  February  16,  1858,  in  Parnassus, 
Virginia.  He  died  February  19,  1920,  and  his  wife  died  on 
August  14,  1935.  They  are  buried  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery, 
in  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 


Their  children  were: 

1.  Mattie  Rust. 

2.  Harry  Martin. 

3.  Cyrus  Edgar. 

4.  Mary  Marguerite. 
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EIGHTH  GENERATION 
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Martha  Abigail  rust,  the  youngest  daughter  of 

Richard  Lawson  Rust  and  Felicia  (Thomas)  Rust, 
was  born  January  1  1,  1869,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  She  attended  Miss  Anna  Ruffner’s  private  school  for 
girls  in  Charleston,  Shelton  College  in  St.  Albans,  and  Mar¬ 
shall  College  in  Huntington,  West  Virginia;  which  work  was 
supplemented  by  courses  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and 
Columbia  University,  and  later,  by  extensive  travel  in  the 
United  States,  Mexico,  Alaska  and  Europe.  She  began  her 
teaching  career,  under  the  Superintendency  of  the  late  George 
S.  Laidley  in  Charleston,  as  the  first  Principal  of  Lincoln 
School,  which  for  many  years  had  the  largest  enrollment  of 
any  school  in  Charleston.  This  position  she  held  until  the  time 
of  her  voluntary  retirement  in  1936.  Her  broad  vision  and 
depth  of  understanding  have  influenced  hundreds  of  prominent 
Charleston  people  who  came  under  her  supervision  during  their 
formative  years. 

Miss  Rust  now  resides  in  Edgewood,  Charleston,  where  her 
home  is  noted  for  gracious  hospitality. 
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EIGHTH  GENERATION 


to 

f 

Richard  edgar  Dudley  rust,  the  young¬ 
est  child  of  Richard  Lawson  Rust  and  Felicia 
(Thomas)  Rust,  was  born  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  on  October  9,  1871.  On  August  4,  1899,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Bertha  Barlow  who  was  born  July  1  7,  1879.  He  died 
July  21,  1903,  and  is  buried  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery  in 
Charleston.  They  had  no  children. 


NINTH  GENERATION 


neeben 

? 


TEAH  ANN  SNEEDEN,  eldest  child  of  Emma  (Rust) 
i — Sneeden  and  John  Thaddeus  Sneeden,  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1887,  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  was 
married,  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  to  Thomas  Henry  Ball, 
on  June  23,  1908.  He  was  born  December  16,  1878,  near 
Talcott,  West  Virginia.  He  died  August  24,  1935,  and  is 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery  near  Talcott.  They  had  five 
children. 


John  Samuel  Sneeden  was  born  July  5,  1879,  in  Kanawha 
County,  West  Virginia.  On  November  3,  1903,  he  married 
Anna  Pitts  who  was  born  December  27,  1875,  in  Washing- 
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ton  County,  Ohio.  They  have  one  adopted  son,  John  Ray¬ 
mond  Sneeden. 

Lida  Hester  Sneeden  was  born  in  Kanawha  County,  West 
Virginia,  April  28,  1881,  and  died  December  27,  1896.  She 
is  buried  in  the  Rust  Cemetery  near  St.  Albans,  West  Virginia. 
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HE  children  of  James  Samuel  Rust  and  Minerva  (Mairs) 
Rust : 


Rome  Rust  was  born  on  December  30,  1891,  in  Charleston, 
West  Virginia.  He  was  married  on  September  16,  1922,  to 
Will  Etta  White  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  who  was  born  June  1  6, 
1 899.  They  have  no  children. 

Rome  Rust,  a  Sergeant  in  the  World  War,  enlisted  at 
Hinton,  West  Virginia,  and  received  preliminary  training  at 
the  Richmond  Schools  Training  Detachment,  in  Richmond, 
Virginia.  On  reaching  France  he  was  transferred  to  the  336th 
Battalion,  Tank  Corps.  He  was  honorably  discharged  follow¬ 
ing  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  November  11,  1918. 

Ruth  Rust  was  born  December  18,  1893,  in  Charleston, 
West  Virginia. 

Ruby  Rust  was  born  December  4,  1 896,  in  Charleston, 
West  Virginia,  and  was  married  on  November  27,  1920,  to 
Idon  Marion  Hodge  who  was  born  April  11,1 896.  They  had 
four  children. 


28 


nrfol.  ,no«  b:  qo  >«  ».«  :  ;  "  '  3 


9&  .rtP8l  ,\S  10dm 

ainisifV  JeaV/  ,Mi£c'!A  M  Y^.-inO  r>r  a  :r>hud« 


f  v  ,-^/n  «\roniM  bfte  i?uH  Isirm  ^  n;  4  to  rnm  .  .1 

oJ  ,S£9I  .df  loHrtiaJt]  ^  no  bornfirn  at.  r  aF  .1  *  '*iV  ’’ 

,d\  Dfiul  nod  SAW  orF/  ,6, non  sUO  •'  b  ;.:i  V  .  lii  ; 

.n-nbiirb  on  over!  y.-  "I  /•  MI 

.  v/oHo^  b  gir,/!  >8tb  yFifiiortod  zaw  i  1  .sq  i  '  ]  ■  •  '«■-■ 

.8191  ,H  ladmavoH  .ao.Jei.'fltA  onf  F  0r.  ?in  edi  §m 

ni  .€?* :  ,81  wefep  3C  no  ;  >,>v.  J  M  dt 

.fiinig  /  J  // 

fr:oj*  6.10  ni  ,8°8I  >.v>J^soO  nod  ’*v/  *=■■  V 


NINTH  GENERATION 


to 

* 

ROBERTA  RUST  McCLURE,  only  child  of  Mary 
(Rust)  McClure  and  Robert  Thompson  McClure,  was 
born  August  22,  1901,  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia.  She  was 
married  on  September  6,  1919,  to  Dallas  Harold  DeVinney 
who  was  born  June  2,  1898.  They  had  two  children: 

Dali  as  Harold  DeVinney,  Jr.,  who  was  born  February 
21,  1921. 

Mary  Lou  DeVinney  who  was  born  March  6,  1922. 

Dallas  Harold  DeVinney,  Sr.,  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
World  War  on  September  27,  1918,  and  was  detailed  for 
Preliminary  Submarine  Service  Preparation  at  Morgantown, 
West  Virginia,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Crosby.  He 
was  released  from  active  service  January  22,  1919,  and 
received  his  honorable  discharge  from  reserve  service  on  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1922,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
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HE  children  of  Sarah  (Rust)  Plunkett  and  John 
Plunkett : 


James 


Lena  Gertrude  Plunkett  was  born  September  14,  1881,  in 
Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  married,  June  5,  1900, 
James  Derr  Glover,  who  was  born  July  19,  1887,  in  Augusta 
County,  Virginia.  They  had  three  sons.  James  Derr  Glover 
died,  April  24,  1931,  and  is  buried  in  Thornrose  Cemetery  in 
Staunton,  Virginia. 

Mabel  Vintroux  Plunkett  was  born  April  8,  1889,  in  Kana¬ 
wha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  married  Samuel  Gregory 
Kilburn  on  October  17,  1917.  Their  only  daughter,  Betty 
Chilton  Kilburn,  was  born  in  Williamson,  West  Virginia,  on 
June  21,  1918,  and  died  December  30,  1920.  Her  mother 
died  November  15,  1921.  They  are  buried  in  the  family  lot 
in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery  in  Charleston.  Although  only  two 
and  a  half  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death,  Betty  is  remem¬ 
bered  by  her  relatives  and  friends  as  a  child  of  unusual  beauty 
and  remarkable  intelligence. 

Eunice  Hutcheson  Plunkett  was  born  January  21,  1891,  in 
Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  She  married  on  December 
26,  1928,  James  Henry  Mesmer  who  was  born  in  Clarke 
County,  Virginia,  February  11,  1889.  He  died  June  22, 
1937,  and  is  buried  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery  in  Charleston. 
They  had  no  children. 

On  June  28,  1918,  James  Henry  Mesmer  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  World  War,  going  to  Camp  Lee,  Virginia, 
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where  he  was  a  member  of  Company  M  of  the  1  2th  Battalion, 
Infantry  Replacement  Camp  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Powers.  As  a  Sergeant  he  was  later  transferred  to  the  Central 
Officers’  Training  Camp,  23rd  Company,  6th  Battalion. 
Shortly  before  the  expiration  of  the  training  period  the  Armis¬ 
tice  was  signed.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  on 
November  23,  1918. 
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THE  children  of  Rebecca  (Rust)  Silling  and  Cyrus  Kil- 
liand  Silling: 

Mattie  Rust  Silling  was  born  on  March  13,  1893,  in  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Kentucky.  She  married  Leroy  Reid  on  September 
13,  1919.  Her  death  occurred  on  April  13,  1920.  She  is 
buried  in  Spring  Hill  Cemetery,  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

Harry  Martin  Silling  was  born  January  24,  1893,  in  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Kentucky.  He  was  married  on  May  18,  1918,  to 
Catherine  Norvell  Connell  who  was  born  April  13,  1899,  in 
Charleston.  Their  daughter,  Jane  Norvell  Connell  Silling, 
was  born  May  22,  1920,  in  Charleston. 

Harry  Martin  Silling,  a  Sergeant  in  the  World  War, 
enlisted  in  Ambulance  Company  313  on  June  5,  1917,  at 
Charleston.  After  a  short  training  period  at  Camp  Meade, 
Maryland,  this  unit  sailed  for  France  July  10,  1918,  and 
saw  active  service  with  the  Seventy-ninth  Division  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  George  S.  Kuhn,  until  June  1, 
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1919.  Among  the  outstanding  battles  in  which  he  took  part 
were  the  Meuse- Argonne  Offensive,  the  Verdun  Sector  304, 
the  Troyon  Sector,  and  the  Grande  Montagne.  He  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  from  the  Army  on  June  10,  1919. 

Cyrus  Edgar  Silling  was  born  June  12,  1899,  in  Palmer, 
West  Virginia.  On  November  17,  1920,  he  married  Marian 
Lill  lan  Reddington  who  was  born  May  27,  1899.  Their  son, 
Cyrus  Edgar  Silling,  Jr.,  was  born  June  29,  1923,  in 
Charleston. 

Cyrus  Edgar  Silling,  Sr.,  enlisted  in  the  Student  Army 
Training  Corps  at  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  was  attending  school  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war.  He  received  an  appointment  as  a  student  cadet  in  the 
Officers’  Training  Camp  at  the  Heavy  Artillery  School  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  where  he 
trained  under  Lieutenant  Pitchel,  in  command  of  Company  L. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  following  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice,  November  11,  1918. 

Mary  Marguerite  Silling  was  born  November  19,  1901,  in 
Pickens,  West  Virginia.  She  was  married  in  Charleston,  West 
Virginia,  on  October  9,  1926,  to  Philip  Ward  Ziler  who  was 
born  August  10,  1902,  in  Berkeley  Springs,  West  Virginia. 
They  have  no  children. 
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TENTH  GENERATION 


THE  children  of  Leah  (Sneeden)  Ball  and  Thomas  Henry 
Ball  were  all  born  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia: 

Thomas  Rust  Ball  was  bom  June  18,  1909.  On  September 
2,  1930,  he  married  Leonora  Marshall  Johnson,  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  who  was  born  September  26,  1910.  They  have  one 
son,  Thomas  Rust  Ball,  Jr.,  who  was  born  October  18,  1936. 
H  e  was  the  first  child  of  the  eleventh  generation. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Ball  was  born  July  4,  1911. 

Kathryn  Jane  Ball  was  born  January  13,  1914. 

John  Sneeden  Ball  was  born  April  8,  1916. 

Emma  Virginia  Ball  was  born  September  20,  1917.  She 
married,  on  October  27,  1936,  Paul  Silvey  Brecht,  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  who  was  born  April  10,  1913.  Their  son,  Henry 
Thomas  Brecht,  was  born  June  21,  1938,  and  was  the  second 
boy  in  the  eleventh  generation. 
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RUBY  RUST,  the  daughter  of  James  Samuel  Rust  and 
Minerva  (Mairs)  Rust  was  married  to  Idon  Marion 
Hodge  on  November  27,  1920.  He  was  born  April  1  1 ,  1896. 
Their  children  were  all  born  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

Mary  Margaret  Hodge  was  born  August  25,  1921. 

Idon  Marion  Hodge,  Jr.,  was  born  May  16,  1923. 

William  Rust  Hodge  was  born  January  30,  1928. 

Martha  Abigail  Hodge  was  born  October  27,  1933,  and 
died  on  January  7,  1934.  She  is  buried  in  Spring 
Hill  Cemetery  in  Charleston. 

Idon  Marion  Hodge  enlisted  in  the  World  War  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  West  Virginia,  on  August  10,  1917,  joining  Ambulance 
Company  3 1 3  which  was  organized  by  Captain  T.  L.  Barber 
of  Charleston.  He  was  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  from  July  10,  1918,  to  June  1,  1919,  in  the  Seventy- 
ninth  Division  under  Major-General  George  S.  Kuhn.  Among 
the  outstanding  battles  in  which  he  took  part  were  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  Offensive,  the  Verdun  Sector-304,  the  Grande  Mont- 
agne,  and  the  Troyon  Sector.  He  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  Army  on  June  10,  1919. 
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THE  children  of  Lena  (Plunkett)  Glover  and  James  Derr 
Glover: 

James  Franklin  Glover  was  born  January  13,  1902,  in 
Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia. 

Meredith  Leonard  Glover  was  born  February  17,  1908,  in 
Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  On  November  16,  1934, 
he  married  Beverly  Anne  Bender  who  was  born  January  14, 
1909,  near  Zion,  Virginia. 

Robert  Lee  Glover  was  born  March  3,  1913,  in  Augusta 
County,  Virginia.  He  married,  on  October  16,  1936,  Frances 
Cornelia  Wilson,  who  was  born  October  14,  1913,  in  Staun¬ 
ton,  Virginia.  Their  daughter,  Ann,  was  born  January  17, 
1939,  in  Wilmington,  Delaware.  She  was  the  first  girl  born 
in  the  eleventh  generation. 
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